CHE 


HOPEKINSIAN MAGAZINE: 


VOL. IT. 


SERMON. 
Eeurssans, iv. 18.—Having the 
wderstanding darkened, being al- 
ted from the life of God, 
ouch the ignorance that is in 
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m, because 
their heart. 


The believers in Ephesus were 
converted from 
Christianity. Before the gospel 
was brought to they were 
totally destitute of divine revela- 
tion, and had no other 
matters of religion, than the bare 
hightofnature. By this light they 
formed all their opinions, and gov- 
erned all their practice. But the 
gospel pointed out to them a more 
excellent way, and led them to 
form very different sentiments con- 
cerning God, themselves, and their 
present and future state. The a- 
postleaccordingly adapts his epistle 
to their peculiar character and con- 
He begins this chapter 
withea tender and solemn exhorta- 
tion to maintain the unity of the 
faith, and entirely agree in their 
belief of the great and essential 
doctrines of the gospel. And in 
order to make them more sensibly 
feel their obligation to cultivate 
unity of sentiment and harmony of 
affection, he cautions them against 
reverting back to their former 
state of pagan darkness and alien- 
13 


heathenism to 
them, 


guide in 


dition. 


of the blindness ef 
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ation from “This T say 
therefore, and testify in the Lord 
that ye, henceforth, walk not as 
other gentiles walk, in the vanity 
of their mind: 


God. 


Having the under- 
standiug darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God through the 
ignorance that is in them, because 
of the blindness of their heart.— 
This is a just description of all 
men by nature. Their hearts are 
depraved, and the depravity of their 
hearts blinds their understanding, 
and involves them in spiritual ig- 
norance. And so long as the blind- 
ness, or asthe marginal reads it, 
the hardness of their hearts re- 
mains, nothing can remove their 
ignorance of God and divine things. 
The cause must be removed before 
the effect will cease. The text, 
without any comment, contains 
this plain truth : 

That the mortal depravity of 
sinners blinds all their intellectu- 
al faculties 

I shall, 

I. Show that moral depravity 
lies wholly in the heart. And, 

II. Show that it blinds al! the 
intellectual faculties of the mind. 

I. Let us consider the proper 
seat of moral depravity. This isa 
point which has been much agitat- 
ed by different denominations of 
Christians, who acknowledge the 
general depravity of mankind.— 
Some suppose that all depravity is 
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seated in the understanding. Some 
suppose it equally belongs to all 
the powers and faculties of the 
soul. And some s:ppose it is seat- 
ed wholly in the heart. This last 
opinion is plainly maintained by 
the apostle in his declaration in 
the text. “Having their under- 
standing darkened, because of the 
blindness of their heart.” We 
places all moral darkness, igno- 
rance, blindness, and depravity, in 
the heart. And the truth of this 
will appear, from various eonside- 
rations 

J. It appears from the nature of 
moral depravity. ‘This is altogeth- 
er different from natural depravity, 
which corisists int wounds, bruises 
or putrifying sores, and affects on- 
ly the body. There is no crimi- 
nality in the infirmities or defects 
of the corporeal system. If we 
lose the use of an eye, or an ear, 
or even any of our intellectual 
powers, there is no criminality in 
this natoral depravity. But the 
least degree of moral depravity is 
criminal, and renders us obnoxious 
to the divine displeasure. Every 
affection, volition, or exercise of the 
heart, has a moral quality, and if 
utuholy, is of a criminal nature.— 
Hence it is evident, that moral 
depravity cannot be seated in the 
understanding, which isa faculty 
of perceiving, arranging, and com- 
paring our ideas, and of discerning 
their agreement, or disagreement 
with each other. This faculty is 
the proper seat of what we call 
speculative knowledge ; in which 
there is not the least degree of 
criminality. For, if mere specu- 
lative knowledge were critninal, 
then the Deity would be criminal, 
and the most criminal being in the 
universe, because his understand- 
ing is infinite, and knows all things 
Nor can mora! depravity lie in the 
conscience, which is another dis- 


mm. MARCE. 


tinct faculty of the soul, by which 
we discern the nature of moral 
objects, and determine what is 
good and evil, right and wrong, in 
a moral view. ‘I'he exercise of 
this faculty, as distinguished from 
the heart, is neither virtuous nor 
vicious, but only a judging of w hat 
is so. God has a perfectly clear per- 
eeption of right and wrong, and 
kuows the nature of moral evil un- 
speakably better than any of his 
holy, or sinful creatures. And his 
moral discernment of right and 
wrong is consistent with perfect 
moral rectitude. The intellectual 
faculties of men resemble tle nat- 
ural perfections of God, which 
have no moral quality belonging to 
them. There is, therefore, no 
room for moral depravity in the 
human mind, but only in the heart 
This may be totally depraved ,while 
the understanding and conscience 
and every other intellectual faculty, 
remains im its full strength, and 
without the least moral corrup 
tion. 

2. It appears from the exprese 
declarations of scripture, that the 
heart is the seat of moral depravity 
God, in describing the wickedness 
of the ungodly world, says, “Every 
imagination of the thoughts of them 
heart is only evil continually.” — 
Solomon declares, that ‘‘ the heart 
of the sons of men is full of evil 
Our Saviour represents the heart 
as the source of all moral evil. “ O 
generation of vipers, how can ye, 
beimg evil, speak good things ? for 
out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh. A good mat 
out of the good treasure of the 
heart bringeth forth good things 
and an evil man out of the evil 
treasure bringeth forth evil things 
‘The prophet Jeremiah, says, “'l'he 
heart is deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked.” All the 
inspired writers agree in represett- 
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ing the heart as the seat of moral 
depravity, It is a scriptural prov- 
erb, “‘As aman thinketh in 
heart, so is he.” His heart 
termines his moral! character, and 
denominates him either a saint or 
a sinner. God no where in his word 
condemns men for any thing but 
their Aearts, and the actions which 
flow from them. This is a clear 
proof, that moral depravity lies 
wholly in the heart. 


his 
de- 


3. No application to the human 
wind can remove moral depravity, 
without a change of heart. God 
tried the Israelites in the wilderness, 
with mercies and judgments; butno 
addresses to their understandings 
and consciencies, to their hopes 
and fears, could remove their evil 
heart of unbelief. ‘The preaching, 
the miracles, the sufferings, the 
death, and resurrection of Christ, 
were likewise insuflicient 
the perverse Jews of their moral 
depravity and hardness of heart.— 


to cure 


has 


And the depravity of Satan 
withstood all the light which God 
has held up before him, and all the 
punishments which he has inflicted 


upon him, in the course of near six 
thousand years. No illumination 
of the understanding, no convic- 
tions of the conscience of a sinner, 
will have the least tendency to re- 
move his moral depravity. ‘This 
Solomon long observed— 
“Theugh thou shouldest bray a fool 
in a morter among wheat with a 
pestle, yet will not his foolishness 
depart from him.’’ If depravity 
layin the understanding, or the 
conscience, or in any intellectual 
faculty, it seems thatthe exhibition 
of proper light, and suitable motives 
would remove it. And since those 
have always failed of producing this 
effect, we are constrained to con- 
clude, that depravity lies in the 
heart, and that nothing but a 
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change of heart will take it away 
And this leads me to observe, 

4. That a change of heart will 
entirely remove moral depravity.— 
Let the heart of any man only be 
purified by the influence of the 
Divine Spirit, and his moral de- 
pravity will be effectually subdued 
Accordingly, when God promises 
to purify his people Israel, and 
cleanse them from their moral pol- 
lution and depravity, he says he 
will do it, by sanectifying their 
hearts. “A new heart will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you: and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and | will give you a heart of 
flesh,” And the apostle repre- 
sents God as enlightening the un- 
derstanding, by shining into the 
hearts “ For he 
who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ.” Now, if 
God removes the blindness of the 
mind, and takes away moral de- 
pravity, by shedding abroad his 
love in the heart; then it is very ev- 
ulent, that depravity is wholly seat- 
ed inthe heart. For if depravity 
did not lie in the heart, the chang- 
ing of the heart would have no 
tendency to remove it. These ob- 
servations sufficient to 
tablish the point, that moral de- 
pravity lies wholly in the heart. I 
now proceed to show, 


of believers. 


seem es- 


If. That depravity has adarken- 
ing or blinding influence upon all the 
of the mind. 
This the apostle asserts in the 
text, He says, “the understand- 
ing is darkened, and the mind in- 
volved in ignorance, because ofthe 
blindness of the heart. And this 
appears to be the general represen- 
tation of scripture, Our Saviour 


intellectual faculties 
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plainly conveyed this idea, when 
he said, ‘‘The light of the body is 
the eye : if therefore thine eye be 
single, thy whole body shall be full 
otlight. But ifthine eye be evil, thy 


wholebody shall be fullofdarkness.” 


‘The apostle Paul says, “The natu- 


ral man receiveth not the things of 


the spirit of God: for they are fool- 
ishness unto him; neither can he 
know them, becausethey are spir- 
itually discerned. And again he 
says, “ Unto the pure allthings are 
pure ; but unto them that are defil- 
ed and unbelieving, is nothing pure; 
but even their “mind am d con- 
science is defiled.” 

All moral depravity consists in 
selfishness, which must blind every 


mind that is under the influence of 


it, in respect to every thing ofa 
moral and religious nature. A to- 
tally selfish heart will affect all the 
intellectual faculties of the soul, 
and either prevent, or pervert, their 
proper exercise. 

The depravity of the heart di- 
rectly tends to prevent sinners trom 
attending to moral and religious 
subjects, ‘These, who do evil, hate 
the light, and will not come to the 
light, lest their deeds should be re- 
proved. Selfishness perfectly hates 
holiness, and will, if possible. divert 
the attention from all holy objects. 
It is owing tothe depravity of the 
heart, that sinners like not to retain 
God in their knowledge, and say 
unto him, depart from us, we de- 
sire not the knowledge of thy ways 
The apostle tells us, that the blind- 
ness of the heart darkens the un 
derstanding, by alienating the a‘- 
fections from God. ‘The great ig- 
norance of natural men, in respect 
to divine things, is greatly owing 
to the depravity of their hearts, 
which prevents their employing 
their intellectual faculties upon 
God, and his ways and word. So 
long as a man keeps his eyes shut, 
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he can receive no light from the 
sun, nor information from surround- 
ing objects. So the apostle John 
tells us, that the light of divine truth 
will have no influence upon those 
whose understandings are darken- 
ed by the blindness of the heart.—— 
Phe light shined in darkness and 
the darkness comprehended it not.” 
It was their depravity of heart, that 
prevented the Jews from hearken- 
ing to Christ, and receiving divine 
light and instruction from bim.— 
Depravity of heart has restrained 
thousands and thousands from at- 
tending to divine objects, and 
hearkening to. divine instructions, 
which has kept them in astate of 
deplorable ignorance and darkness 
in regard to those things which 
most nearly concern them, both 
in time and eternity. But, 
Ifthose whose hearts are to- 
tally depraved, do attend to divine 
objects, yet their depravity makes 
them totally blind to the beauty of 
holiness. ‘hey cannot discern 
the moral excellence of God, or at 
Christ, or of any holy object in 
heaven or in earth. 
total enmity to holiness, and 
alienates the heart from all holy be 
ings and objects. ‘Though Satan 
has not lost any of his intellectua! 
faculties, yet he has become totally 
blind to that moral beauty which he 
once saw in God and the inhabi- 
tants of heaven Just sit is with 
those, whose minis are under the 
blinding influence of moral de- 
pravity. They cannot discern 
the beauty of heliness in God, oi 
his creatures, who bear his moral 
image, C onl 1 they see all the glo 
ry of God, all the glory of heaven, 
and all the moral excelle nce of all 
holy beings completely display- 
ed, they could. discern nothing 
lovely in their view ; but amidst so 
much light, would feel themselves 
involved in total moral darkness 
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[his is the representation of scrip- 
ture, from beginning to end. Sin- 
ners are represented as blind, as 
deaf, as ignorant, and even as dead ; 
which are figurative expressions to 
signify, not their want of natural 
powers of perception and under- 
standing, but their total blindness 

1e beauty of holiness, and the su- 
preme excellence of divine objects. 
But though what has been said may 
convince us ofthe truth of the gen- 


eral observation, that the moral de- 


pravity of sinners blinds all their 
intellectual faculties; yet it may 
be per and necessary to take 
notice of some objections against 
this doctrine 


1. It may be objected, that there 
is not such a great distinction be- 
ty een the heart and understanding, 
as has been re pre sented ; for the 

‘Ipture sometimes uses them 
synouymously. 

Ans. Though the scripture may 
sometimes use the word heart in a 

pose and general sense, so as to 
somprehend the understanding, or 
other natural faculties of the soul ; 
yet the inspired writers often make 
1 distinction between the heart, 
ind all other powers of mind. 
Lhey distinguish the desires, affec- 
tions, and volitions of the heart, 
from all the exercises of reason, 
conscience, and every other natural 
faculty of the mind. And this dis- 
tinction is founded in nature, and 
discovered by experience. All 
men often find the desires and af- 
fections of their hearts in direct 
‘pposition to the dictates of reason 
and conscience, which affords in- 
tuitive knowledge, that the heart 
is totally distinct from the natural 
faculties of the soul 

2. Itis objected, that the un- 
derstanding is the /eading faculty 
of the mind, and consequently the 
heartcannot blind and controul the 
understanding. 
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Ans. The understanding is not 
the leading faculty of the soul, if 
by leading faculty is meant, that 
which excites mento action. Fr 
men always act according to the 
inclination of their hearts; but not 


, 


always agreeably to the dictates of 


their reason. And when they do 


act agreeably to the dictates of 


their reason and conscience, it is 
because the heart at that time hap- 
pens to coincide with the dictates 
oftheir reason, or natural facul- 
ties. 

3. It is objected, that the scrip- 
ture represents depravity as con- 
sisting in ignorance, which sup- 
poses that it lies inthe understand- 
ing wholly 

Ans. When the scripture rep- 
resents depravity as consisting in 
ignorance, it always means that 
ignorance, which arises from the 
blindness of the heart. This is 
the ignorance spoken of in the text. 
“Having the understanding dark- 
ened—through the ignorance that 
Is in them, because of the blindness 
of their heart.” Besides, the scripr 
ture represents light and knowl- 
edge in the understanding, not as 
removing moral depravity from sin- 
ners, but as increasing it. “To 
him that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin.” “He 
that knoweth his master’s will and 
doeth it not, shall be beaten with 
many stripes” And again, “This 
is the condemnation, that light has 
come into the world, but men lov- 
ed darkness rather than light.”-— 
This passage demonstrates that ig- 
norance in the understanding is 
not moral depravity, but ignorance 
of heart, which blinds the under- 
standing, and opposes its dictates 

Add to this, that to suppose, that 
moral depravity consists in want of 
intellectual light, is contrary to 
common sense, and the nature of 
moral depravity. For ignorance 
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in the understanding, or the want 
of information, always excuses 
men. When they act up to the 
knowledge they have, they act per- 
fectly right and stand justified be- 
fore God, and in their own con- 
sciences. It is impossible, that 
there should be the least moral evil 
in the conduct, or feelings of men 
while their hearts are tree from 
moral depravity and perfectly be- 
nevolent. The supposition, there- 
fore, that depravity lies in the un- 
derstanding, is totally inconsistent 
with any sach thing as moral evil 
ja the universe. Ali moral agents 
must be conscious of being free 
from sin, while they perfectly act 
up to the dictates of reason and 
conscrence. But whenever their 
hearts oppose those dictates, then, 
and then only, do they find them- 
selves chargeable with blame.— 
‘Thus it appears, that all moral de- 
pravity lies in the heart, and can 
exist, and be found, in no other cor- 
ner of the mind. 


INFERENCES 


1. Ifmoral depravity lies wholly 


then there is no ab- 


doctrine of total de- 


tn the heart ; 
surdity in the 
pravity. Many deny that sinners 
»totally depr: aved, because, say 
they, total de spravity is a plain 
a bsurdity, and contradicted by uni- 
versal observation and e xperience 
They say, that sinners are capa- 
ble of knowing as much about the 
world, the arts and. sci and 
even the contents of the Bible 
the best of saints. This is freely 
admitted. But this argues noth- 
ing against the total 
sinners. Their moral depravity is 
seated in their hearts, and not in 
any of their intellectual powers or 
faculties. These, may 
remain unimpaired, their 
hearts are full of evil. They may 


ences, 


therefore, 


while 


Sermon 


depravity of 


MARCH, 


‘understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge,’ while totally destitute 
of true love, and in the constant 
exercise of that selfishness, 
is enmity against God. 

It is said, that sinners have as 
clear a discernment of right and 
wrong, as This is grant- 
ed ; and this is not at all inconsis- 
tent with the doctrine of total de- 
pravity ; for 
an intellectual faculty, 


5 
olce, 


which 


saints. 


which is 
may do its 
and clearly distinguish be- 
tween riglit and wrong, moral good 
and evil, while the Aeart is wholly 
under the dominion of sin. 

It is said, that sinners can per- 
form all the duties of religion, ex- 
This is 
true, and perfectly consistent with 
their total moral depravity, 
neither impairs their mental pow 
ers, nor bodily strength. If we 
can canceive of selfish 
whieh sinners may have, for pel 
forming the duties of religion ex 
ternally then the y may perform 
them while in a state of total moral 
depravity, 


conscience, 


ternally, as well as saints. 


WwW hie l 


motives, 


Again, it is said, that sinners are 
as tender and compassionate to ob- 
jects of distress, as saints. This 
may be true, consistently with their 
total moral depravity ; for sympa- 
thy with the distressed is a natural 
affection, which men 
common with other animals, which 
operates independently of the heart 
and often impels the wicked to do, 
what is opposite to the temper ot 
their hearts. As moral depravity 
belongs to the heart only ; there is 
nothing absurd, either in the terms, 
or the doctrine of total depr avity 

2. If moral depravity lies w holly 
in the heart ; then sinners are so 
far from acting according to the 
greatest apparent good, that they 
never act according to it? Whether 
sinners are stupid, or awakened 


possess in 











their understanding teaclies them 
that the commands of God are rea- 
sonable, and their conscience teach- 
es them that constant obedience ts 
their duty. ‘They know, tht it is 
neither best in itself, nor most for 
their own interest, to pursue thie 
way of transgressors They al- 

Lys follow the desires and devices 
of an evil heart, in opposition to 
what reason and conscience dic- 
tate, as the yreatest rood. 

3. Ifthe moral depr vity of sin- 
ners lies in their hearts, and blinds 
their minds respecting divine ob- 
jects; then their ignorance of God 
and divine things, is altogether 
criminal and inexcusable. This 
iwnorance Is owing, not to the loss 
or depravation of any of those men- 
tal powers and faculties, which are 
necessary to the acquisition of 
knowledge, but to the hardness of 
their hearts, which renders them 
averse todivine truth and unwil- 
ling touse the means of obtaing a 
knowledge of it. They might learn 
the being and perfe tions of God, 
from his works, if they liked to re- 
tain Him in their knowledge.— 
Those, who enjoy the light of reve- 
lation, might obtain a clear and 
correct understanding of all the 
leading and essential doctrines of 
the gospel, if they had received 
the love of the truth, and would 
seek for knowledge, as for hid 
treasure. And, with such an un- 
derstanding of the doctrines of tle 
gospel, they might know their own 
spiritual condition, if they were 

illing to know it, and would fuith- 
fully and impartially examine and 
prove themselves. Sinners are 
ignorant of God and divine things, 
willingly, and not unavoidably; and 
therefore their ignorance is criminal 
and inexcusable. 

4. Ifthe depravity of sinners lies 
in their hearts; then no means, 
that can be used with them, will 


- 
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of themselves, ever remove it.— 
They have power to resist all 
the means, that can be used, to 
turn them from sin to holiness ; for 
means only communicate a knowl- 
edge of duty, and exhibit motives 
to the practice of it, without exert- 
ing any constraining or compul- 
sory influence. Means, therefore, 
eventhe best and most powerful, 
may be resisted. And as sinners 
may, so they amf always disposed 
to resist all the means of persuading 
them to give God their hearts, and 
yield obedience to the requirements 
of the gospel. It is absurd to sup- 
pose, that sinners, with an evil 
heart of unbelief, in love with sin 
and atenmity with God, ever desire 
to love God, to repent and believe 
the gospel ; and equally absurd to 
suppose that they ever use means 
to obtain a new heart, or yield to 
the means used withthem. The 
words of Stephen to the unbeliev- 

ing Jews, are applicable to all im- 
penitent sinners, “ Ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost.” 

5. If the moral depravity of sin- 
ners lies in their hearts, and blinds 
their minds; then they are ex- 
tremely unwise to frus¢ their hearts. 
Sinners trust their hearts, when 
they judge of truth and duty by 
their feelings, or rely upon their 
resolutions and promises to do their 
duty, at some more convenient sea- 
son. Thisis very common, but 
very unwise. A deceived heart 
always has turned them aside from 
the path of truth and duty, and 
always will, ‘‘ Ife that trusteth in 
his own heart is a fool.” 

6. If the hearts of sinners are total 
ly blind ; then they are absolutely 
in the hands of divine sovereignty. 
Though their blindness is yolunta- 
ry and criminal, and the command 
is reasonable, “Look ye blind, that 
ye may see ;” yet they never will 
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Bo Exposition of 
darkness to light, by the same 
power, that first caused the light to 
shine outofdarkness. But whether 
God will ever shine into their hearts 
by his Holy Spirit, or will send 
them strong delusion, that they 
may believe a lie and be damned, 
rests in his own sovereign breast. 
“Therefore hath he mercy on whom 
he will have merey; and whom 
he will, he hardeneth 

7. If the vity of sinners 
lies in their heartS; then the grace 
of God in the renovation of the 
heart, is epecial grace. It ts more 
than that common grace, which sim- 
ply awakens, convinces and per- 
suades, and which is resistable,and 
is always resisted. This grace, 
which is rendered efficacious by 
the Almighty power ef God, takes 
away all inclination to resist, pro- 
duces unconditional submission, 
and is peculiar to those who were 
‘chosen in Christ, before the foun- 
dation of the world, that they should 
be holy.’ 

Let those who have been saving- 
ly enlightened by the Holy Spirit, 
feel their peculiar obligations to 
walk as children of the light, hav- 
ing no fellowship with the unfruit- 
ful works of darkness. 


And let sinners seriously consid- 


er, that ‘this is their condemnation, 
that light has come into the world, 
but they have loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds are 


evil.’ L. 58. 


— 


From the Christian Spectator. 
EXPOSITION OF ROMANS, 1X. 3, 


1 could wish that I were accursed 
from Christ, for my brethren. 


This sentence expresses an in- 
tensity of feeling seldom exhibited, 
and is accompanied with a solemn 
appeal to the Searcher of hearts 
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On such an occasion, Paul proba- 
bly used words according to thei 
obvious and common acceptation 
The precise import of these words 
is the subject of our present ingué 
ry. 

Euchomeen eco, T could wish.- 
This verb has the form of the ir 
dicative imperfect; but as is often 
the case, it is evidently used for sub 
junctive. The connexion shows 
that Paul is speaking, not of his past 
butof his present feelings 

“T could wish,” einai anathema 
to be accursed. The word anath 
ma is of Greek origin, and aceor 
ing to its etymology siguifies to sef 
apart, to separate, and answers to a 


Ilebrew word which means separat- 
" ‘ 

edfroma common use, and either 

devoted exclusively to God, or de- 


voted to utter destruction This 
word is found inthe Old Testament 
forty times. In eight places it de- 
notes consecration to God, and iv 
thirty-two places it means abando) 

ed by God, and is translated in oui 
English versions, accursed, a curs¢ 

or utter destruction. In twenty 
places it hasreference to the exter- 
mination of the Cunaanites, and 
wherever it is used, it is emphatic, 
and is generally applied to idola- 
trous nations, as objects of divine 
wrath. Soin Isaiah, “ My sword 
shall be bathed in heaven, it shal 

come down upon Idumea, and upou 
the people of my curse to judg 
ment.” 

The Greek word anathema is us- 
ed only six times in the New Tes- 
tament. Those Jews who impre- 
cated on themselves the direst ven 
geance of heaven, if they should eat 
before they had killed Paul, as it 
stands in the original, “anathema- 
tized themselves with anathemas 
Paul uses this word five times.— 
“No man speaking by the Spirit 
ealleth Christ anathema,” “Ifany 


ema 
refe 
tot 
for 

mac 
us, 

by | 
ana 
fore 


haw 


i,rposition 
i 


rreach another zospel, let him be 


anathema.’ This he repeats, “If 


ny man love not Christ, let him be 


nathama. These citations show 
it this was the most emphatic 
ral among tne Jews, to denote 
separation fromthe 

God; and thatioa Paul’s 

1a oF ‘ Ile « e ted 

S Most VIVIGLY associares 


tht of eternal perdi- 


1 myself accursed 
hristou, “an anathema 
‘hrist.’” What does apo tou 
mm meen in this connexi 
nema, wnen use d inthe 
onsecration, is general 
by the dative 
lint he sense 
is In no case, except the one un- 
consideration, follows by an 
unct As the word anathema 


1s emp! ved to designate the idea 


separation, as well as destruc- 
yn, the most natural rendering of 

preposition apo is from. A 
ssace of similar construction 1s 


! 
found in the epistle to the Thessa- 


lonians, ‘ punished with everlast- 
ing destruction, apo prosopot, frum 
the presence of the Lord.’ The 
word here translated destruction, 
olethron, from the word ollumi, 
which is repeatedly used in the 
Septuagint as synonymous with 
the word anathema 
Some suppose apou tou Christo, 
in our text, ought to be translated 
after the example of Christ, which 
would make the sentence run thus, 
T could wish myself to be anath- 
ema, as Christ ‘was an anathema, 
referring to his crucifixion. But 
to this there is a serious objection ; 
for though Paul says Christ w 6 
made katara, that is a curse for 
us, yet he says, ‘‘ No man speaking 
by the Spirit calleth Christ an 
anathema.’”” With this passage b - 
fore our eyes, it is difficult to see 
hew Pan! could apply the term 


14 


f Romans, ix 


anathema, in any sense. 
Others suppose that avou 

Christou means by ChArreé, 

they would translate the 

sage, “f am willing to endu 

all temporal evils inflicted 

Christ.”’ To this | reply 

word anathema is used eight tim 

in the Bible, to denote entire cons 

cratiop to God; above forty 1 

it denotes dest. uction without 

edy, butis never applied 

fixion, trial persecution 

invs of Gad’s fac 

ciass of sufferings 


( hildre n ol God 


These remarks, I trust; have 
shown that the plain meaning of 
the expression, anathema apou tou 
Christou, is eternal separation 
from the Messiah's 1 ndodom.— 
That this is the m re obvious 
meaning, no critic ever denied. 
But m ny have objected to the 
sentiment as being inconsistent, 
impossible or absurd. ‘To these 
objections, and any others like 
them, L have one plain answer to 


give. 


Our benevolent desires are not 
limited by our power to do good. — 
Paul was not coldly deliberating 
about the power or consistency of 
exchanging his condition with 
that of his unbelieving brethren; 
but he had a most ardent and in- 
tense desire for their salvation: a 
vivid and distinct emotion filled his 
bosom—he uttered it just as it arose 
in his mind: What though it was 
. desire which he had no power to 
accomplish. When death is near, 
ind the expiring sinner sees the 
pit opening to receive him he has 
often exclaimed, “1 would give all 
the world for the salvation of my 
soul.” This surely is aot an ir- 
rational state of feeling. And yet 
to talk of purchasin” heaven by the 
word, that is by the treasures which 





vo On 
the world contains, 1s to propose an 
evident impossibility. 
[ l 0 be couc iud 1.) 
_—_—— 


r the Hopkinsian Magazine 
ON TRUE FAITH 


In the scriptures, faith is some- 
times used as agenera! term, to ex- 
press and imply the whole of the 
aod at others in 


It certainly 


Christian graces, 
a more limited sense, 
is convenient to 
term 


general 
of 


Christian graces, and no other 


hive a 
to denote the whole the 
could 
have been selected which is more 


comp: hens:ve,anlmorcexpressive 
of the peculwr character of true 
religion, than faith. 
apostle says that churity is greater 
than faith, «till it has 


spicuous place on the sacred pages, 


Though the 


i very coun- 
and especially in the theological 
writings and 
all religious teachers at the present 
day. 
enthusiasm and fanaticism, 


mestructions of almost 


But much error, obscurity, 
in va 
rious forms, and at different peri- 
ods, have been and are still attach- 
ed to this subject, which isa reason 
why it should be explained, divest- 
ed of error, and set in atrue and 
clear light. 

The design of this ewsay is, to 
show the nature, ground, extent 
and efficacy, of true and living 
faith. 

True faith m Ny be said to consist 
in a holy, firm and joyful belief of 
the truth respecting the character, 
purposes and works of God, as re- 
vealed by his word, and manifest- 
ed by his providence. It is both 
an intellectual perception, and a 
cordial approbation of the truth re- 
spegting the divine perfections and 
prétictions, promises and threat- 
€nings designs and conduct,howev- 
er nade known to us. Ina more 
limited sense, it may be said to con- 
sist in a cordial belief of any divine 


True Farth 


MARCH 


truth whatever, which is seen in 
ite true light. Any true know!erige 
of God or man, or of our relations 
to either, ts proper 
ground tor the requirement of true 
fiith in a moral being. 
a person commences his moral ex- 
istence, he lly to 
fast wus it i6 


Ar d 


therefore a 
As SOON as 


is bound 
believe all truth, 
made known 
or any exercise of such 
true faith, A moral being a 
tinder obligation to 
fiith, before he 
respecting the way of salvati 

t! rou, b the atonement of Christ.-- 
But whether all true thith is 


cord 
as 
to him. every 


beliet, is 


exeicise 


knows 


nu COD- 
dition of pardon and justification, or 


whether s#ving faith is particular 


belief in Christ.and the way of ealva 


tion throug! bim,is anu quiry llenve 
for others. If all true 
a condition of justifir 
faith wil! 
by saving faitt 


faih is not 
tion ; all such 
doubtless be 
; 
ercise it, as soon us the way of sal 
Vution is made known to them. 


The on'y gre und of true faith, is 


succeeded 
those who ex- 


the evidence of revealed truth, re 
specting God and his works. This 
evidence is made known to us by 
various means) The nature of di- 
vine truth, curries certain evidence 
to the minds of moral beings, of its 
reality. We are conscious of 
existence of many facts, which is 
the highest evidence of their trut! 

We are conscious that we exist 
and are intelligent and moral beings 
And from this infallible evidence 
respecting our own existence, we 
can demonstrate and perceive the 
existence of God.and of many truths 
respecting his character. How car 
we help perceiving the trath of the 
testimony of God respecting his 
own moral character ; when 
know from our moral sense of right 
and wrong, that it is just such a 
character as he ought to possess 


the 


we 
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wis 


On True 


How can we help perceiving the 


trath of the 


testimony of God re- 


epecting bis knowledge, and wis- 
we know 
that 
xist¢ nee of 
: ' 


is around 


dom, and powel! when 


irom our own common sense 


tence nd the « 


iteliigent 
se ! And 
ting 
we mayseertainly 
d istrue. It is 
that the scrip- 
God ; 


onstrate 


a revelation trom 


know trom 


ounded 


»0 
lor 
a per 
eject one dl 
Wiiiie h 
nind, will lead 
lieve 
nseenin a 


and reject ever 


w he true lig 


can never extend beyond our know!l- 


edyve; but as. far as our knowledge 


of truth extends, 1f we have 


true faith, just so far will that ex- 


any 


tend Ilere it may be observed in 
particular, that it is essential tothe 
‘xistence of true faith, that a per- 
son should believe the truth re spect- 


ing the mode of divine existence, 
ina trinity of persons, with a per- 


nce anfect unity of essed design, as 


Faith. 


soon as the evidence of this truth is 
mind, 
in the 


analogous to 


presented to his hough 


there is nothing nature of 


our own minds this 


divine the 
veracity 
sufficient evidence to be a 
faith res 
No person iheretore in 


mode ol existence, yet 


divine and declarations 


re a 


roper ground of 


ecting 
5 


is truth 


ise of true faith. wl 


of this trnth, 

It is es- 
sential to ’ stence ol true 
taith, that we cordial 
ot through 


ma tire respecting the ( 


way ation 
truth 


rent offices of the F 


NY t 


ther, S 


on and 
the gospe Is 

Does God 

by his word, the threatenings of 

his that 


> | ves holine SS unspeakably more 


as 


soon as 


‘ned to us mani- 


law, and by conduct 


he does hay piness, an | hates 


ibly more than he does 


true faith cordially embra 


lorious, adorable, and ex- 
of Jehovah Has God 


in is W rd. ti it he has 
he will 


righteousness, 


aday in which 


world in 
» of mankind to heaven 
ill behold and enjoy 
to the praise of the 
grace, and doom others 
rkness and despair, to 
sternal justice, by suffer- 


due reward oftheir deeds ? 
True faith will lead 
and feel thes l 


affecting truths. 


us to believe 
mn and deeply 
Is it evident from 
scripture and fact, that all mankind, 
by their deceit and wickedness, by 
violating thei 
their Creator and fellow-creatures, 


sacred obligations to 


and by treating the authority and 
feelings of God with contempt, have 
rendered odiom@s an 
hell-des creatures? ‘True 
us to embrace this 
mortilying trath.— 


themselves 
erving 
faith will lead 


“oY 
Sell-uenying 
La} 
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Do the scrintures represent God 


worxing all things after the coun- 
iis own will, as working in 
reature to will and to do ac- 

5 od »1 


sure 


causing every action and 
il . I id i sit Gis™ 
, to arcs lish his ultimate and 
absolutel perfect 4 On 
this sure and joyful foundation, by 
true faith, every real Christian will 
repose with 
In the exercise of true faith, every 


ct ' 


tru ‘ ristivn will 


le Siuth 


=} . — 
unsoaKken connudenct 


rely upon the 


divine verncity, resnecting the ful- 


filment ofatte! vine nredi¢ctions 


purposes, promises and threatenings, 


Ww. I solute and uncondi- 


tional; and firm 


fulfil ail those wi 


ly believe God will 
yudition- 
and full 


conditions 


ich are ce 


al, in their true meaning 


extent, as soon asthe 


ure periormed. Since itis imorally 


ible for a ( 


‘ 1 
‘ol true faith, 


pristian, in thi 
to disbelieve 

reyect any known 
» faith will lead 


id all trut! 


truth ; so 
us to embrace 


us Soon as the e\- 


f it is presented to our 
mine 


As true fa } 


is founded on the 
evidence of truth, it implies a cer- 
t knowledge of the truth.— 
Kuowledge is the perception of re- 
aiitv; 4 


ith 


nd when a person perceives 


any thing th t really exists, he may 
be said to have a certain knowledge 
of the truth respecting that thing. 
We may obtain a certain knowledge 
of toe truth by intuitive perception, 
by demonstration, and by divine 
revel tion. A person not only may 
know the truth, but he must “know 
the truth, enc that no lie is of the 
truth,’ before he can exercise true 
aith, which is always founded on 
such kn ‘ i a per- 
son exercise true faith in God, un- 
Jess he perceives the reality of his 
ex; ten vel periettiol t= ohiow 
@an ® person have true faith in the 


ow can 


Truc Faith. 
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truths which God hag reveale |, un7 
less he perceives the evidence re 
specting the re ality of those truiss? 
But Christians, in the exercise of 
true faith, do perceive the reality 
of many things. 
real evidence in favour of the iuspi- 
ration ofthe scriptures, they Anew, 
as well as believe, that the Bible 
is divinely inspired, and that the 
assertiom@l a great divine, that the 
question respecting lis 
cannot be determined 
tainty,” is false. In the 
of true faith in God, real Christ 
jaus know that the glory and inter- 


By perceiving the 


spiration 
with Cer- 


exercise 


ests of all creatures are nothing, 
less than nothing,and vanity in com- 
parison with those of the infinit 
Creator ; and that God regards 
and 
ungspeakably more than he does th 
interest of the 
verse. By true faith in God, real 


Christians certainly know, that his 


| 
nd 
seeks his own glory interé 


whole cre ited ubl 


* purpose according to elecuionh 


' 
' \ 
stand, not of works but of lim 


that calleth,” let who will deny «nd 


oppose it. The faith of the gosp 
which real Christians exercise is 
not founded upon mere conjecturt 
that God is infinitely wise, power- 
fuland good, that 


and in the best 


he is constantly 

manner, executing 

he best possible systein of creation 
wud that 

crees and direct or immediate agen- 

cy extend 


object, and 


and providence, his de- 
to every 
every 
and event that 
the 
these precious truths. 

But true faith not only implies a 
certain knowledge of the truth, vut 
a real love of the truth. ‘‘ With th¢ 
heart man believes unto righteous- 
A cordial embrace of the 
truth, and delight in it, is an essen- 
tial qualtty of true faith, and per- 
haps the only one which distinguish- 


creature, every 
action, 
exist; 
infallible evidence of 


mouokl 
but it 
ut i 


ever 
rests on 


ness.” 


from the faith of devils, who 


es it 





so 


. : : SS iat will nspireat ie final 
now and believe far mo i 


an any saint upon earth Li onilagration. true faith real 
ive fuith, so as to remove . | ans oft wk forward te 
ins, and have not charity 

Ali those who ha 


jus and 


iral and re Witii 
esent tv our vieu exist. 
substan 


rmental 


vine pre diction 


riod im which ti bot 


Xx ‘ ! 
Noah trequently 
guish and despair of a gi in 


> , binto e heart ol nan, the 
expiring world, sinking 


neither bati 


dness, which ar 


re} ai 


1 red 


p 
And by 
often hay ovful and 


pretaste ] vse SCnSsa- 


| ’ 
from nothing in- ion which will arise from that 


' : ; 
to existence, by the word of God e Foi redeeming love, which 


le systeimn, rising 


And in the exercise of true faith in an sound,— 

the sure testimony of Jehovah, we the n t sole » joytiul 
L- | ‘ ty it] = 

can as easily look forward aud be- g US ib faith pre- 


. i 
and 


} } 


l i@inn sents to [ the true Christ- 





On 


In his 
thing that 
and wor- 
confidence 
light which 


jan, iggthe infinite Jehovah. 
character centres ever) 
isamiable and glorious, 
thy of supreme love, 
and affection. In this 
is disclosed by faith, 
light ' 


samts see true 


respecting themselves, and all 


“r creatures, objects and event 
By faith they behold as 

the glory the Lord, 
changed into the sam 
y to Could 


luded sinners only see ( 


ot 


class 


ill a 
and 


image 


ot are 


ne from 


glory. stupid or de- 


e101 
' 
wo" 


as he 


I Lith, do 


stupidi 


al Christia 
hi i, 


is, as re 
actually 
and vain hopes wou 


see 


¢ 


intiy be 


destroyed, 
tress, if not 


nresent view of the 


and leave in dis- 


de this 
rela- 


which 
h 


is 
‘ting 
ties of the invisible world, 
nm true C 
and fortit 


and s 


has oive 


stians suc 


zeal. ud -h firmness 
of 
yust 
the 
who 
example of it 
’ for 


av ae 
tell of 


Hfdental in 
Hear the stri 

tru 

great apostle to the 


ause 
f dmg and 
faith 
sentiles, 


hrist. 


deseription of by 


was himself a — 
‘ | more s 
me to 
and of 
of David 


and of the 


1} 
rideon emtebtank: Ssim- 
yn and of J 
Samuel, 


rnthae; also, 


ind of proph- 
thdued 
US 


faith s 
rigi 

st PP 
‘ncned t 


who through 


wrought ite 


’ 
cingdoms, 
ined 


mrouths of lions, 


ob promises, 


qu ie Vio- 
ped the edge ofthe 
made 
, turn- 


lence of fire,esca 


stron’, 


out of weakness 
waxed valiant in fight 
ed to flight the armies of the 
W ymen also receiv acd their dead 
raised to life again; and 
were torture’, not accepting 
that they might obtain a 
better resurrection. And others had 
trials, of cruel mockings 
scourgings, yea moreover of bonds 
and imprisonment ; they were ston- 
ed, they were sawn asunder, 
tempte!. were slain with the sword; 
they wandered 


eV were 
aS aes 

aliens. 
others 
de- 


liverance 


and 


were 


about in sheep- 


Tru e 
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skins,and goatskins, being destitute, 


afflicted, 
world was not worthy 
[ will only add, that true 
implies perfect confidence in 
power, and 
God, and perfect 
both his secret and 
While in the exercise of true 
in ‘od, real Christians 
sire thatGod will acc 
his ki lyin 1 wise desig 
of every cre 
for the hi 
ersa! kingdom, 
all earthly « 
pe rfect 
blessed will. 
brace the 
fect confide 


of whom the 
” 


tormented® 


faith 

the 
ot 
to 

will 


wisdom, goodness 
submission 
revealed 
faith 
always ce- 
ymplish all 

s, form and 
hie 


o1 


dispose satore as 


sees best rhe st good 


direct 


and 
events in 


his uni 
and 
subserviency to 
When Chri 
the 

in God, al 


nanges 


his own 


tians em- 


faith of |, per- 


‘nee \N ivs and 


immediately takes the place 


vain, foolish nd cri 


dence 


in thernse 
all things, 


move, 


ives, 

that God 
govern them and 
as they thin: 
which t 


sire abov 
ana 
not 


but ash 


turn, 
all others, 
best, 
them 
th Hh 

innumeral 
*<tOW 


may 
¥ ases, 
ys best. 
Father 
Gaile expli 
nt 


tipon 


it 
my oral al 


} 
vif 


} 
I 
it 


to be pot 


: 
ual blessings his people in 


answer to their faithful pra 


exertions \ 


yers and 
from tli 
ter, that 
better judg 
how tim 


t they know 


of his chara 
has reserved to his 
the 
and the de oree in 
will fulfil them. 


therefore 


perfections 
. 
hie 
ment, the 
which 

All the promises 
de 


y con 


manner 
when, 
h G vl h is 


whic m 


them, they know are not on! 
sistent with perfect confidence in 
divine wisdom, and submission to 
the divine will, by which I 
a cheerful willingness to be denied 
particul.r requests, if God 
pleases to deny us; but they also 
know that the conditions of thes 
promises actually imply and requir 
these prominent Christian grac 


In the exercise of true faith, ré 


mean 


our 
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Tlust 


Christians kn@w that 










itis best on 
the whole, for God to mak yrrie 
peace and create some evil, cause 
soine JOY and some sorrow, and 









iorm some persons into ve s Ol 
mercy and some into vessels o 
wrath And how much light and 
how much darkness, how much 
1OV ad how mucn sorrow, how 
' . |} } ~}, } ae . 
nuch sinand how much holiness tt 





is best should exist in thi world 
i 1 1] j 
or in the 


worid to come, they kn 





s known only to God. who on 











vy is 
infinite in understanding. And by 
true faith, the more th e of thi 
incomprehensible and i Tely 
perfect char cter, v i ‘ 
of God, and of their own nothing- 
hess foolist ness and l I s { 
irnestly do they desire to 









criminal 


pende nce, seli-will 








terests 


to their ho Wise 







ful, and sovereign Creator. In him 


and in him alone, they know they 







can place unshaken, entire, and 
irless confidence. ‘They know 
; opr 7 ae 
he is able and disposed to fulfil ail 
nis prediction purpose Ss and 
promises, accoraimg to their tr 
meaning and intent They knov 


if they only perform their dut 
faithfully, that God will withhold 


no good thing fre 





mm tiem which 









he sees will in reality 
rood, in its relation 
and 


which they desire above all 


eternity, for his own gl 


vit cts 








To be continued 
andi d 
{ILLUSTRATION OF 1, cor. xv. 24. 
Then cometh the end, when he shall 
lave delivered up the kingdom to God 


Father. 


even the 






Concluded from page 







I am now to show, 
Lt] W hat will be the 








things after 
. Se ae ‘ | 
up the kingdom to the 


I'he apostle says 


I 
} Vy ’ 
eth the end What end? I} 


] 


end, which God proposed in all his 


works ot creation, providence, 
} 


Giod h 


mate end in creation; and when 


t itis com le | he will 1 
propose another, but cea from 
ail his Works oF cre ton Ati 
the day of judgment, there w | 
nothing new created, wv iether ani- 
mate, or manimoate, whether ra- 


or irrational. If this world 
Ly { n dest ed no new ¢ 
“ then cre | [f th 
1nd } 1 an rs will t 
aestre d. there will b no mor 







} ! i wWiilt 
All the inh tants of heaven wil 
forever remain thet Angels 
shall no lon r come and vO it ? 
vorld to world, as they hav done 


ind will do, till the end con 

the raised and glorified l Vv 
D wutab] sed in the mansions 
of bliss, and never leave’ those 


ll the spir- 





its in prison r an- 
Ie will be IS ¢ 

) s . « 

( Lin ad rkness. 4 itl » 
tan, not iy of his legions, will be 


illowed any | 


mcer to have acc 
to the friends of God, and give 
them any more disturbance. Such 


bility will be 


that perfecti 
! 
i 


ruciit 


consistent with 
to which all thin 


paints 


mn 
and an 


. ; ‘ . . 
geis will be periect in holmess and 


happiness: and all the enemies ot 


‘ ' ‘ 1 
God will be perlect in sin and mis- 


ery 


But this perfection will admit 


of constant and perp tual increas 
will 


Saints and angels increase 


nd hay inss, as long 


} - 


holing as’ 


hment, and 


bsurd to 


. ih 
t. Hence 
» ) 
ure lead us to restin t 


sion, that when the end comes, 


is conclu- 
and 
Christ delivers up the kingdom to 
the lather, there will be a final pe- 
riod ofall revolutions and changes 
all holy and 
will be fixed in a state never to be 
»} 


and unholy beings 


changed to al! eternity. 

The illustration which has been 
attempted of the interesting pas- 
sage at the head of this essa; 


ems 
seems 


naturally to suegest the following 


1being mu 
beg 
le se 


all the 
ve 


ough 

and events, 
rovern, not only t 
but the hear 
almight 

nt forthese thin 
ly bea 
admit, 

world, 


great 
to 
the 
me ti! to deny, that 

God mantfest in the flesh 
2. As many of mankind will u 


doubtedly 


tian 


ne 


be saved, as can be 
consistently with the ultimate en 
the creation and 
ernment of the universe. Chris 
is King of Zion, and Head over a! 
He, who took 

human nature and gave 


ransom for men, has power and 


of God In 


things. upon 


his life 


at 


hin 


eme o 


voV- 
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thority to make whom he pleases 
willing to comply with the terms 
of salvation. We may be assured, 
therefore, that he will subdue to 
himself the hearts of as many of the 
rebellious children of men, as can 
he saved, consistently with the glo- 
ry of God and the greatest good of 
the intelligent universe. He will 
continue to make his people wil- 
ling, in the day of his power, until 
his benevolent soul is fullygatisfied. 
All whom the Father gave him in 
eternity, shall be brought to bow 
to his sovereignty, betore he deliv- 
ers up his kingdom. He will not 
resign his royal office, until all the 
predictions and promises found in 
scripture, respecting the spread of 
the gospel and the conversion of 
Jews and Gentiles, shall be ful- 
filled. 

3. The doctrine of universal 
lt is manifest- 
ly absurd, to suppose, that all man- 


salvation is absurd 


} 

kind are punished for their sins, 
as much as they deserve, in the 
resent life: this supposition sets 


aside the work of Christ and the 
grace of the gospel, and is repug- 
nant to the plainest matter of fact 
To suppose, that any of mankind 
will be saved, withont a change of 
heart, without reconciliation to 
God, without repentance, is contra- 
ry tothe dictates of reason, and the 
express declarations of Christ and 
his apostles. That all mankind 
experience a change of heart and 
become. the friends of God, in this 
life, or previous to the day of judg- 
ment, isso contrary to all that is 
seen and known of the characters 
and conduct of men, as well as to 
the plainest representations of the 
genera! judgment, that few, if any, 
will undertake to maintain such a 
position. ‘The only ground, then, 
whieh remains, for the doctrine of 
universal salvation, is this, that 
there wi!l be an essential change 
45 





of I. Cor. xv. 2 t. 359 


in the characters of many of the 
human race, after the day of judg- 
ment. But this is centrary, not 
only to the design of the general 
judgment, but to the nature and 
end of the mediatorial kingdom of 
Christ. The reign of Christ is de- 
signed to prepare all mankind, and 
all creatures and things, for the 
judgment of the great day; when 
the end ofereation, providence and 
redemption will be attained, and 
all things be fixed in a state of abe 
stability. it is absurd to 
suppose, that Christ will continue 
his mediatorial work, and add new 
subjects to his spiritual dominion, 
after he shall have delivered up his 
kingdom, and broughtall things to 
the result which was determined in 
the eternal council of the Divine 
will 

1. Time is the most important 
portion of eternal duration. Time 
becan with creation, and will end 
with the day of judgment. During 
this period, all creatures and things 
have been in a state oi fluctuation: 
Innumerable changes have passed, 
and are passing, ovel both the nat- 
ur} and the moral werld. All 
these changes are designed and 
produced, to make preparation for 
the final consummation ofall things, 
at the termination of Chirist’s king- 
dom; after which, there will be no 
essential alteration in the state of 
things, or in the character aad con- 
dition of intelligent creatures, All 
the interests of eternity will be the 
result of the events of time. The 
few thousand years preceding the 
end of the world, are to fix and de- 
termine the state of the universe, 
through endless duration. How 
important, then, is time! Upon 
this short and hasty period of 
duration, ‘ hang everlasting things.’ 

5. All the living are in a most 
solemn and interesting situ tion 
They are ina state of probation 
















































































































































































































































































360 


preparatory to the judgment of the 
great day, and the retributions of 
eternity. Christ reigns over them 
by his providence and his Spirit, 
and is forming their characters to 
answer the ultimate design of their 
being. By the exercises of ‘their 
hearts and the actions of their 
lives, they are preparing them- 
selves for glory, and otting them- 
selves for destruction. When the 
end of this mortal life shall come, 
which will come soon, and may 
come suddenly; it will be the same 
to them, as if the end of all things 
had arrived; their state will be 
fixed for interminable ages. Sure- 
ly men in the flesh, are, of all 
creatures, in the most solemn and 
critical situation. How illy do 
idleness and sloth, dissipation and 
vain amusement, become rational 
creatures in such a predicament ? 
How weighty and worthy of uni- 
versal regard, the exhortitions of 
the apostles? ‘ Redeeming the 
time—Be sober and watch unto 
prayer—Not slothful in business, 
but fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord.” PHILALETHES. 
— 


From the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON THE PRAYER OF FAITH. 
[Continued from page 330.) 

My principles also lead me to ap- 
prove of those prayers ofholy men, 
on record in the scriptures, for the 
destruction of the wicked, which 
were so often answered in their 
destruction, and that too, while ac- 
tually committing sin,and of course, 
their eternal destruction. But bis 
principles must lead him to disap- 
prove of all such prayers, and con- 
demn them as entirely wrong. For, 
according ‘o his theory, it is duty 
to pray io faith for the conversion 
and salvation of every sinner, and 
not for the destruction of any. I 
suppose that these holy men re- 
garded the good of those for whose 
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destraction they prayed, according 
to its apparent importance, as in it- 
self very desirable ; but, that they 
regarded the glory of the divine 
justice as of more importance, and 
chose on the whole to have the less 
good given up for the greater. On 
this principle, | suppose Moses 
prayed for the destruction of the 
Egyptians, and gave thanks to God 
when it was done. (Ex. 14 and 
15.) Om the same principle, I 
suppese"he prayed for the destruc- 
tion of Amalek, when Aaron and 
Hur stayed up his hands. (Ex. 
17.) Samuel prayed for the de- 
struction of the Philistines. (I. 
Sam. 7.) Deborah and Barak 
praised the Lord for destroying the 
Canaanites (Judg. 5,) and prayed 
** so let all thine enemies perish, 
O Lord.” Samson prayed for the 
destruction of the Philistines (Judg, 
16.) Hezekiah prayed for the de- 
struction of Sennacherib, (II. K. 
19.) Asa prayed for the destrac- 
tion of the Ethiopians. (Il. Chr 


14.) Jehoshaphat prayed for the 


destruction of the Ammonites and 
others. (Il. Chr. 20.) And all 
these prayers were heard and an- 
swered, The Psalmist often pray- 
ed for the destruction of the wick- 
ed, of which the following instan- 
ces are aspecimen. “ Give them 
according to their deeds, and ac- 
cording to the wickedness of their 
endeavours : give them after the 
work of their bands; render to 
them their desert. (Ps. 28.) Let 
death seize upon them, and let 
them go down quick into hell ; for 
wickedness is in their dwellings, 
and among them. (Ps. 55.) Con- 
sume them in wrath, consume 
them; that they may not be : and 
let them know that God ruleth in 
Jacob untu the ends of the earth. 
(Ps. 59.) Let them be confounded 
and troubled fur ever; yea, let 
them be put to shame, and perish 
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that men may know that thou, 
whose name alone is Jehovah, art 
the most high over all the earth.” 
(Ps. 83. See, also Is. 109, 
5, 10, 17, 31,68, F1, 79, 129, 137, 
140, 143, 144.) And in the ex- 
pectation of being heard in euch 
prayers, he says, *‘ By terrible 
things in righteousness wilt thou 
answer us,O God of our salvation.” 
(Ps. 65. ) The 136th Psalm is a 
song of praise to God for the de- 
shheaiiain of the wicked. The 
prophet Jeremiah prayed, ‘Pour 
out thy fury upon the heathen that 
know thee not, and upon the fami- 

lies that call en thy name.’’(ch.10.) 
And again, ‘‘ Kender unto them a 
recompense, O Lord, according to 
the work of their hands.”” Give 
them sorrow of heurt, thy curse un- 
lothem. Persecute 1 destroy 

them in anger from under the heay- 
ens of the Lord.’? (Sam. 3.) The 
glorified martyrs in heaven pray for 
the destructiun of the wicked, Rev. 
6, 10. ** How long, O Lord, holy 
and true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our them that 
dwellon the earth And the in- 
habitants of heaven are commanid- 
ed to rejoice, when that prayer is 
6 Re joi e 
holy 
God 
In the 


JD, 69, 


and 


blood on 


Rev. 18, 20, 


answerer: i 
and ye 


over her, thou heaven, 
apostles ‘and prophets , for 
hath avenged youon her.’ 
19th chapter, we have their alle- 
luias, while the smoke of the wick- 
ed riseth up for ever and eyver.— 
And in the 15th chapter we are in- 
formed that the inhabitants of heav 
en sing the song of Moses and the 
Lamb, and praise God for his judg 
ments upon the wicked. 

All these prayers and praises ot 
holy men on earth,and of the glorifi- 
ed saints in heaven, are right ac- 
cording tov my principles. The 
good of the wicked was Not disre- 
garded or undervalued, but only 
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made subordinate to the glory of 
God, which was regarded with su- 
preme affection. And this is in 
exact accordance with the first pe- 

tition in the Lord’s prayer. For, 
when we pray, * Hallowed be thy 
name,’’ it expresses a desire that 
all the perfections of God may be 
exercised in the most perfect man- 
ner, and displayed in the clearest 
light: and this includes the exer- 
cise of his justice in the punishment 
of the wicked, as wel] as the exer- 
cise of his mercy in the salvation 
ofthe penitent. The only differ. 
ence | can perceive, between in- 
spired men us, in relation to 
the manner of our praying, in ref- 
erence to the wicked, arises from 
the difference of our knowledge aa 
to what is best to have done with 
When they knew what in- 
dividuals it best to have de- 
stroyed, for the glory of God’s jas. 
tice, they with propriety 
make such prayers as we have seen 
in the case of those individuals. 
We cannot, indeed, make such 
prayers in the case of any individ- 
uals now living, because we do not 
know whom it is best te have say- 
edi and whoin it is best te have de- 
But so far as God has 
pointed out any, in his predictions, 
as devoted by him to destruction, 
hereafter, as in the case of Gog 
and Magog, and those who are to 
perish in the great battle of the 
day of God Almighty, I per- 
ceive nod liffe srence as to the duty 
of the prophets and the duty ofall. 

My principles would lead me to 
pray for every sinner, with faith in 
com- 
mit him God’s hands, te 
save or destroy, as he pleases, 
chuosing and believing that God 
would save him, if that should be 
best in his view ; or, that he should 
make him a monument of his jus- 


and 


them. 
was 


could 


stroyed., 


great 


God’s wisdom and goodness, 


ing into 
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yice for ever, if that should be best 
in his view ; without attempting to 
set up ny own wisdom above the 
wisdom of God, by dictating to him 
which he shall do, 

But my neighbour's principles 
must, | should think, lead bim to 
condemn all those prayers and prai- 


aes of holy Men ou earth, and of 


glorified saints in heaven. Accord- 
ing to his theory, those holy men 
of old ought not to have prayed for 
the destruction ef any of those sin- 
ners, ‘They ought to have pray ed 
for their salvation, without any uf, 
without any expressions of submis- 
sion, * with no reservation, with 
no hesitation,’ believing that it 
would be done. It must not be 
pleaded, as a justification of their 
neglect so to pray, that they knew, 
by divine revelation, that those 
sinners were not to be sived ; for, 
if that 18 a sufficient justification, we 
can plead it for neglecting thus to 
pray for the conversion of all sin- 
nersnow. We have as much evi- 
dence, frem divine revelation, that 
ali sinners are not to be converted, 
till after the battle of the great day, 
and the destruction of Gog and Mi- 
gg, a8 they had in any of the cases 
mentioned. But my neighbour's 
theory is, that we are bound to pray 
for the conversion of every sinner, 
believing that it will be done. And 
if we cannot be excused from it, on 
the ground of the divine predictions, 
neither ceuld they. 


And if it is on the whole desira- 
ble that all sinners should be sav- 
ed, as it must be, if his theory is 
true, then it ison the whole unde- 
sirable and matter of grief that any 
should be lost; and the songs of 
heaven, which have been mention- 
ed, must be condemned also. And 
it «ppears to me, that, if his feel- 
in.s accord with his theory. he must 
be displeased with those songs, and 


be so far from joining in them, that 
he must feel, that, if that is heaven, 
he desires no part in it. 

Our different views of the pray- 
er of faith not only lead us widely 
asunder in our views of the moral 
character of the scripture saints, 
and of the inhabitants of heaven, 
but they must lead us also, as ap- 
pears to me, to different views of 
the moral character of the Bible it- 
self. The Bible speaks of those 
men, and of their prayers and prai- 
ses, in terms of high approbation ; 
and conveys the idea that those 
prayers and praises, especislly the 
book of Psalms, are designed for 
the use and imitation of succeeding 
ages, in their prayers and praises, 
as far as their circumstances agree 
And the same Bible teaches us, that 
God bag made all things for himself, 
yea, even the wicked for the day 
of evil; that he has from eternity 
designed some to be vessels of 
wrath, as well as some to be vessels 
of mercy ; that while he softens the 
hearts of some, he hardens the 
hearts of others ; and, by the means 
which he uses, and the effic icy 
which he gives them, he fils every 
man for the final destination for 
which infinite wisdom intended him. 
In short, the Bible teaches the doc- 
trine of divine decrees, the doctrine 
of the universal providence of God, 
the coctrine of eleetion, the doc- 
trine of reprobation, and the doc- 
trine of the endless punishment oi 
the wicked, And it teaches that 
we ought to rejoice in all this, “‘giv- 
ing thanks always for all things un- 
to God and the Father, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” All 
this, according to my principles, is 
right ; for the most perfect exer- 
cise and exhibition of the justice, 
mercy, and sovereignty of God, 
with that of all his other attributes, 
is the most desirable of all objects, 
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and that for which iofinite wisdom 
and goodness contrived the plan of 
God ; and infiaite power is carry- 
ing it into effect, in all its parts. So 
that, though much sin and much 
miserv are embraced in 
in themselves 


desirable, 


it, which 
considered are un- 
more of 


either than infinite goodness re- 


yet there ts no 


qiures, no more then is on the whole 
wisest and best, ard indispensable 
to the great ena of the whole ; an 1, 
here fore, more than all guod 

ings are bound to jotce af, and 


, 
hink 


no 


God for bi ngivg lo pass, as 


good 


{ 
t 
the best means of the greater 
} 


1e hus in view, 

But all this, according to my 
neighbour's theory, is wrong. If 
it ison the whole desirable that all 
men shoul! be converted and say- 
ed, so that itis our duty to pray for 
it without submission, then it is on 
the whole matter of regret that the 
Bible containa any such doctrines 
as imply that God intends to destroy 
any, and especially, exhortations 
to thank And 
ifmy neighbour’s feelings accord 
with his theory, | should think it 
must be unpleasant to him to read 
or hear any such parts of the Bible; 
and that he must wish that all such 
parts had been lefi out of the Bible, 
and think it would have beena 
much better book if they had been 
altogether omitted. And | should 
think he must be displeased when- 
ever apy such parte of the Bible 
are repeated from the pulpit; for 
they tend directly to keep people 
{rom praying he thinks they 
ought to pray ; since none can be- 
lieve that it is best fer God to de- 
stroy any, and that he inteads to do 
it, and at the same time pray that 
all may be saved, believing it will 
be done. And since the Bible di- 
rects ministers to declare all the 
counsel of God, to take heed to the 
foctrines it contains, and continue 


him for all things. 
g 


as 
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in them, that dissatisfaction must be 
directed,not so much towards those 
ministers who obey its directions, 
as towards the Bible itself, which 
contains such doctrines, and gives 
such directions. 

| might extend these remarks, 
and show other points of difference, 
to which our respective views of 
the prayer of faith appear to me 
mevil ibly to lead. Bat, for the 
present, [ will forbear; and con- 
clude, by repeating my earnest re- 
quest, that if my neighbour does 
not admit the consequences I have 
mentioned, he would show why 
they do not necessarily fullow from 
hia theory, as they appear to me ine 
evil ably to do. GAMMA. 


— 
From the Evangelist-—an extract. 


RELIGIOUS DECEPTION. 


It is a common art of the advo- 
cates of error, and perhapa the one 
of all others which they most suc: 
cessfully practice, to pervert the 
language of scripture, and then ap- 
propriate it to their own use.— 
Having teking ascripture phrase, 
and attached to it such a meaning 
as suits their purposes, they pass 
it off upon the credulous as Bible 
truth ; and then bring to its sup- 
port abundance of scripture testi 
mony, wrested in the same way, 
which has the appearance, and 
nothing but the appearance, of 
giving countenance to their scheme, 
in this way it happens, that the 
advocates of error use much ofthe 
same language which is used by 
the friends of truth, and lead many 
to think that they do believe and 
teach a great deal of truth ; so that 
some well meaning people, wha 
intend to take the Bible for their 
guide, are led to think favourably 
of their sentiments in general, and 
to suppose that the difference be- 
tween them and the friends of truth 


is not very essential, und it may be 
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to conclude, that one believes only 
a little more than the other. Now, 
this is often the very thing the ad- 
vocates of error wish people to be- 
lieve, at first, in order to gain their 
confidence, and prepare the way 
for their real sentiments to be in- 
sinuated into the mind, without 
creating an alarm, which might de- 
feat their designs. And such is the 
view which the scripture gives us 
of the arts of deceivers and seduc- 
ers. They are represented as 
creeping into houses, privily bring- 
ing in damnable heresies, 
feigned words, creeping in una 
wares, sowing tares while men 
sleep, and practising cunning craft- 
iness whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive. And Christians are warn- 
ed to beware of these arts of de- 
ceivers, that they be not led away 
with the error of the wicked, and 
fall from their own steadfastness. 
Such terms as total depravity, re- 
generation, divine sovereignty, elec- 


using 
ising 


tion, and reprobation, commonly 
convey te the minds of those who 
have been accustomed to their use 
among Calvinists, an idea that the 
person who uses them must be, 
nearly, if not quite, Calrinistic in 


sentiment. But it is a fact, which 
ought to be more extensively un 

cerstood than it is, that these terms 
are used occasionally, and some of 
them frequently, by men who re- 
ject, and labour unceasingly to de 

stroy, every doctrine’ which Cal- 
vinists use them to express. This 
fact can be easily ascertained by 
asking any such man to explain 
what he means by these terms, if 
he will but be frank in his expla- 
nation. The term regeneration, for 
instance, is used by all who pro- 
fess to believe the Bible, because 
it is ascriptare term. One means 
by ita physical change, wrought 
inthe soul by divine power, in 
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which the creatare is wholly pas- 
sive, and which enables him to love 
God. Another means by it a moral 
change, in the affections only, 
wrought by divine power, but one 
in which the creature is active, 
and begins to love God, Another 
means, the removal of the burden 
of guilt, by an assurance of pardon. 
Another means, the removal of the 
fear of punishment, by embracing 
the doctrine that all will be saved. 
Another means, water baptism, by 
which the relations of the individ- 
ual are changed, and he is brought 
into connexion with the visible 
church. Avother means, that 
change which a heathen experien- 
ces in becoming convinced of the 
truth ofthe Christian religion. In 
all these senses, and perhaps more, 
the term regeneration is explained, 
and used, by different classes of 
people who call themse!ves Christ- 
ians, It is, therefore, ascertaining 
nothing, as to a man’s views of 
scripture truth, to hear him say, 
he believes the doctrine of regen- 
eration. He may say this, and 
speak largely of the importance of 
this great Bible doctrine, and urge 
it upon his hearers, and insist up- 
on the necessity of being born 
again, in order to enter the king- 
dom of God, and quote a multitude 
of passages of scripture in support 
of it ; and after all, not let us know, 
unless be gives us some expluna- 
tion, whether he is a Calvinist, an 
Arminian, an Antinomian, an Arian, 
a Secinian, a Swedenborgian, ora 
Universalist. And probably, if he 
has a design to deceive us,he will 
use such terms as we do, withouta 
particular explanation of them ; 
and represent the difference be- 
tween him and us, as not very es- 
sential, till he gains our confi 

dence, and prepares the way to in- 
stil his poison by degrees, in a cov- 
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ert manner, till the whole mass is 
corrupted, 

The great point of distinction 
between the true and the false in 
experimental religion, is, that true 
religion consists in disinterested af- 
foction, and all false religion con- 
Many of the 
advocates of error, however, have 
thought it expedient to assent to 
this statement, and by attaching 


sists in selfishness. 


such asense to the terms disinter- 
ested and selfish as to accommodate 
them to their own views, "pretend 
to make disinterested, universal, 
aid impartial the 
ground on which they build their 
whole system. With them, happi- 
ness is the only thing worthy of re- 
gird, for its own sake, and actions 


benevolence, 


are esteemed good or badd, only as 
they tend to promote or! inder the 
greateat degree of happiness. Aod 
of God, 
is, that he places bis happiness in 
promoting, #&® far asin his power, 
the highest happiness of his creat- 
They reject the idea that 
holiness and sin are good and evil, 
in their nature, from 
their tendency, and that holiness 
is more desirable than happiness, 
and sin more hateful than 
And in this way, they give sacha 
sense to the terms disinterested and 


their idea of the goodness 


ures, 


! 
aside 


own 


mist ry. 


selfish, as takes away the offence of 


the cross, and renders them agree- 
able to the feelings of the natural 
heart, 

oe 
HOW MUCH 


GOOD TWO CHRISTIANS 


CAN DO 


In the Spring of 1825, two young 


merchants of Boston, neither of 


them very wealthy nor very inftu- 
ential, were sitting together on a 
pleasant evening, and conversing 
upon the greatness of their obliga- 
tions to Christ. Suddenly the con- 
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versation turned upon the moral 
condition of their city, audthe great 
need there was of more Churches 
in which the truth should be faith- 
fully dispensed. ‘ Well,” said 
one of them, ** whatever is accom- 
plished must be begun ; what if we 
should undertake to effect the buil- 
ding ofa new Church?’ The oth- 
er hesitated a moment, and then 
said, * It looks like a great under- 
taking—but if Mills, though “a 
small man,’’ as he said, could make 
his influence felt across the Aulantic, 
we can at least make the atiempt 
you propose.”’—The thing was 
agreed on. That very night a sub- 
scription paper was drawn up, and 
the next morning the subject was” 
laid before some of the older and 
more wealthy brethren, who gave 
it their cordial approbation, put 
names for a liberal 
share of the stock, and encouraged 
the same in others. The amount 
was soon swelled to ne rly 30,000 
dollars ; a plat of ground was pur- 
chased, and a erected.— 
This is the originof Dr. Beecher’s 
Church ; and when we say this, we 
probably state what is new to every 
individual m Boston,* except the 
two who were immediately con- 
cerned. On opening the house for 
worship, a large congregation was 


down their 


house 


suddenly gathered, consisting, in 
no small part, of those who had at- 
tended I Universalist 
preaching, or were not connected 
with any religious society. Those 
who invested money in the house, 


mitarian or 


have, we believe, been fully com- 


pensated by the sale or value ofthe 
: and as we said last week, the 
Spirit of God has been pleased by his 
gracious influences to crown this la- 
bour of love, and is bringing scores, 


pews 


* One ofthe Editors chanced to be in- 
timately acquainted with these circum- 
stances, as a third persom 
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‘fnot hundreds in the congrega- 
tion, to a knowledge of the truth 
as it is in Jesus. N. Y. Obs. 


MONTHLY CONCERT IN BO8TON. 

We learn from yvarions sources, 
that the Monthly Concert in Bos- 
ton last Monday evening, was one 
of the most interesting they have 
ever had. The intelligence com- 
municated was all from the Pales- 
tine Mission. The Farewell Let- 
ter of Mr. King, containing his rea- 
sons for not becoming a Catholic, 
had been printed by Mr. Goodell 
at Beyroot,accompanied with Scrip- 
ture notes; and produced among 
the Armenians an astonishing effect. 
At Constantinople, where the num- 
ber of Armenians is estimated at 
100,000, a general Council of cler- 
gymen and laymen hac been held, 
in which a number of resolutions 
were passed, setting forthin very 


strong language the corruptions of 


their Charch. One resolution 
declares, that no young man shall 
for twenty-five years to come, enter 
‘the Monastic Orders. Some of the 
resolutions were violently oppos- 
ed by many of the clergy, but car- 
ried by the laity. This intelli- 
gence is consilered the most im- 
portant which the Board has ever 
received —Jb, 


ee os 


ORDINATIONS AND 


1827. Jan. 24, Ordained Rev. fus- 
as W. Kevioce as pastor of the Con. 
Church in Albany, Vt. 

1827. Ordained at Rutland Vt. Rev. 
Ezra D. Kinve, as an Evangelist. 

1826. Oct. 25. Ordained Rev. For- 
mst Jurrerps, as pastor of the Con, 
Church in Epping, N. H. Sermon from 
2 Tim. 1. by Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf 
of Wells, Me. 

1827. March,7, Ordaimed Rey. Ca- 
Les GREEN, as pastor of the Baptist 
Church in Dighton, Mass. Sermon by 
Rey. Mr. Welch of Warren. 
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[INSERTED BY REQUEST. ]} 
From the Repository and Observer. 
HYMN 
Composed to be sung at the Celebration 
of a Bible Class 

Now may our youthful voices raise, 
A hymna to our Creator’s praise, 

Who feels us with his word : 

In this enlightened Christian land, 
We’er taught to read and understand, 


‘To kaow and fear the Lord. 


Come bless his name. His love devis’d 
The Bible Class, so highly priz’t 

By all who love the Lord 

Soon may this privilege extend, 

Aad fill this free distinguish’d land 
With students of the Word. 


Our Fathers cross’d the mighty dee; 


His laws,and worship pure to keep, 
From persecution’s hand : 

Soon temples to th’ Almighty name, 
And schools and colleges became 


The glory of our land, 


They taught their sons the (ruth to priz 
Their daughters nurtar’d for the skies, 
Made good and wholesome laws ; 
Determin’d to support the Word, 

And all those founts of grace ufford, 


From which the Christiag draws. 


Though fifty years have roll’d away, 
Since the bright star of freedom’s day 
To bless our land arose ; 

Still he maintains his preached word, 
And precieus means to know the Lord, 
With liberal hand bestows. 

This holy Book should guide our youth, 
Its words are pure and heaveuly truth, 
They purify the mid; 

Its precepts should our hearts engage, 
Its promises our grief assuage, 

Aad make our souls resign’d, 

Thus all who walk in wisdom's way 
Shall, at the last great rising day, 

‘Fhe Saviour’s friends be own’d ; 

Qn his right hand together meet, 

Bow low at their Redeemer’s feet, 


And there with joy be crown’d 





